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Bv Facsimile (202) 219-3923 and First Class Ma iil 

December 22,1998 

Alva E. Smith 
Office of General Counsel 
Federal Election Conimission 
999 E. Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Re: Ruth Lord -MUR 4814 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

Following from our conversation the other week, I am writing to provide evidence 
demonstrating why no action should be taken against Ms. Ruth Lord in connection with the 
September 23, 1998 complaint filed against Congressman Jim Maloney’s campaign (and 
others). Attached please find a copy of a counsel designation form authorizing me to 
represent Ms. Lord. (Tab A). 

By letter dated September 30, 1998, the Federal Election Commission (“FEC”) infornied 
Ms. Lord of the complaint that was filed against the Maloney campaign, and indicated that 
the allegations in the complaint show that Ms. Lord may have violated the Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 1971. Specifically, the complaint alleges that Ms. Lord contributed $1,500 
to Congressman Maloney’s general election campaign ($500 over the permitted contribution 
limit), 

Our investigation reveals that the Maloney campaign mistakenly designated the 
contributions made by Ms. Lord, thereby making it appear as though she made contributions 
in excess of the legal limit. As explained in the attached letter from the Maloney Campaign 
(Tab B), Ms. Lord made a $1,000 contribution for the general election and a $500 
contribution for the primary election on November 21, 1997. These contributions were 
correctly reported to the FEC by the Maloney Campaign in its year-end financial disclosure 
report. However, the Maloney Campaign made an internal recording mistake and 
erroneously designated the November 21, 1998 $1,000 contribution for the primary election 
and the $500 contribution for the general election. Therefore, when Ms. Lord made an 
additional $500 contribution for the primary election on June 25, 1998 (prior to the 
Connecticut Democratic Party’s July 13, 1998 statewide convention referenced in the 
Complaint), the Maloney Campaign mistakenly believed that this contribution should be 
designated for the general election (as the campaign’s internal records incorrectly indicated 
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that hls .  Lord had already reached the SI  ,000 contribution limit for the primary election). 
Based on this error, the Maloney Campaign erroneously indicated that Ms. Lord had 
contributed S1,500 for the general election in the July 15, 1998 financial report filed by the 
Sialoney Campaign a.ith the FEC. 

On October 15. 1998. after this mistake \vas revealed. the Maloney Campaign filed an 
amended disclosure repor, Lvith the FEC (Tab C j correctly reporting the contributions made 
by ?.k Lord as: ( 1 )  SI .O@O for the general election on Xovember 71. 1997; (2) $300 for the 
primary election on Sovembsr 21. 1997: and ( 3 )  S5OO for the primary election on June 2jq 
1998. 

We believe that this evidence demonstrates that Xis. Lord is in hili compliance with [he 
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 and all applicable federal eic'ction campaigm rules 
and regulations. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or if the Commission requires any additional 
information to resolve this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy A. Dieinand 

Attachments/Enclosures 

cc: Charles N. Schenck, 111, Esq. 

\Y;iggin 8. Dana 
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MUR 4 8 1 4  

NAME OF COUNSEL: T i m o t h y  A.  D i e m a n d  

FIRM: Wiggin & Dana 

One C e n t u r y  Tower  
ADDRESS: 

New Haven,  CT 06508 

TELEPHONE:(=) 493-4  3 4 6  

FAX:( 203 1 782-2889 

The above-named indiwidua\ is hereby designated as my counsel 
and is authorized to receive any ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ r n s  and other ~ ~ ~ ~ f f n i c a t ~ ~ n ~  
from the Commission and to act on my behalf before the Commission. 

R u t h  Lord  RESPONDENT'S NAME: 

1 9 0  St. Konan Street 

New Haven,  CT 06511 
ADDRESS: 

TELEPHONE: HOME 

BUSINESS( ) 
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Mr. Tim Diemand, Esq. 
Wiggin &Dana 

December 3, 1998 

I 
I VIA FACSIMILE: (203)782-2889 

Dear Mr. Diemand: 

~haak you for taking the time+ contact me regw+g the ~ d e d  Election. Commission’s recent 

i 
I 

i 
I 

i letter to Mts. Ruth Lord. 1 

i As you may know, individual bntributions to federal campaigns are limited to $1.000 ‘for the 
’‘pinmy” election and S1,OOOifor the gmerual dedan. Unless contributions me designated for a 
particular election, they are aebuted toward the e- during which they were received. 

Over the course of the 1998 &a@., the Friends oney received 3 contributions from 
Mrs. Lord, totding $2,000. ObNovember21,199 ed 2 checks, one for $500 which 
was not designated for any pa&ular election (md t toward her $1,000 limit for the 
primary period), and one for $8,000 which was 
contributions were correctly rdponed on aur 
with the Federal Election Coalmi~~ion on 

fOK the general election. These 
d f i m c i a l  disclosure report which was filed 

However, the contributions w&e erroneously -reca$ed in our bteml database, which showed a 
wntxibution of $1.000 for ’ election, anp $500 for the general election. Therefore 
when Mrs. Lord &e her &OA of $50 (which was received, undesigaatel, dur@ 
the pximary period OR June 25; 1998) the campaign P based on a convwsation with Mrs. Lord, 
applied this contribution to he$ limit for the general]election, as our database showed thrrt she 
was “maxtxPfor the Pzimary. :This m r  was thm Qarried forward and the contribution was 
subsequently erroneously repobd as $500 for the Beneral election on our June quarterly report 
which was filed with the FdGd Election Commisdion CUI July 15,1998. I 

i 
! 

i 
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questions, or need any additional 
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4. TYPE OF EPORT 
r y p 8  Of EbCfiOn) April 15 Quartedy Report 7 2 - ~ a y  ! ,fa-Eleclion Rapon for lhe __C____II__-_m 

, 
. .  ..~.. July 15 Ouarterly RepQn eloclion bn In the State of 
. ~. ~- . .  0 october 15 Quanedy Repon 

0 January 31 Yesr End Repon on j 

0 July 31 Mid-Year Repon (Non-election Year Only) 

0 30-Day tosl-Eieclion Report following tho Gsneral Eleciion 

In ?hhe Sta.te of - .. 

.. . .  . . .  ... 
Terminailon Rep017 

.- 
.. . __ . . .  -.. 

6. Net Contributions (dher lhan loans) 

7. Net Opera!ing Expfindltures 

Debts and Obllgations 
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?ma. Mailing Address and ZIP Godo 
rk a. Pow8rs 
Round Rock Road 
antic, CT 06357 

t I Inbury, CT 06811 

500.C 6 Dorethy Road 
edding, CT 0 6 0 9 8  

ecaim this Period 

ihelton, CT 06484 

1541 Foxhall Road NW 
Washington, 20007 


